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FROM AMBASSADOR VANDEN HEUVEL 

1 . I WAS INVITED TO ATTEND THE IMEC MEETING THIS MORNING 
TO DISCUSS THE MEMORANDUM WHICH IS THE SUBIECT OF THE 
DEPARTMENT'S REACTIONS IN REFTEL. THE FOLLOWING IS MY 
STATEMENT TO THE IMEC REPRESENTATIVES: 

2. QUOTE. YOU ARE AWARE OF THE BASIC POSITION REGARDING 
STRUCTURE THAT HAS BEEN SUGGESTED BY MY GOVERNMENT. SIMPLY 
STATED, IT IS THAT REPRESENTATION ON THE GB SHOULD BE BY 
GEOGRAPHICAL REGION, THAT FOUR SUCH REGIONS - EUROPE, 

ASIA, AFRICA AND THE AMERICAS - SHOULD BE DESIGNATED AS 
THOSE REGIONS, THAT THEY SHOULD BE REPRESENTED EQUALLY, 

AND THAT THE GOVERNING FUNCTIONS OF THE GB SHOULD NOT BE 
MADE MORE DIFFICULT BY THE ENLARGEMENT OF ITS MEMBERSHIP. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 GENEVA 08139 261740Z 

3. THE U.S. IS NOT A MEMBER OF THE ILO. THEREFORE, MY 
COMMENTS THIS MORNING ARE BECAUSE OF YOUR INVITATION TO 
RESPOND INFORMALLY TO A PROPOSAL REGARDING STRUCTURE 
WHICH YOU ARE CONSIDERING. I GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR 
INTEREST IN THE POSITION OP THE U.S. AND BELIEVE, AS YOU 

DO, THAT THE QUESTIONS YOU ARE CONSIDERING ARE FUNDAMEN- 
TAL TO ANY CONSIDERATION OF RETURN TO MEMBERSHIP BY MY 
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GOVERNMENT. 

4. THERE ARE SEVERAL PRINCIPLES WHICH SHOULD WARRANT OUR 
COMMITMENT. AMONG THEM IS A DETERMINATION TO RESPECT THE 
UNIVERSAL CHARACTER OE THE ILO BY REFUSING TO ALLOW ANY 
IDEOLOGICAL IDENTIEICATION OE ITS INSTRUMENTALITIES. IT 
SHOULD BE UNACCEPTABLE TO ALL OF US TO ENSHRINE IN ANY 
OEFICIAL DOCUMENT, AS WELL AS IN OUR THINKING, THE 
CONCEPT THAT IDEOLOGICAL CRITERIA WILL DETERMINE WHICH 
NATIONS SHOULD BE REPRESENTED IN THE ILO. LET ME BE MORE 
PRECISE. THERE ARE CLEARLY NATIONS WHICH BY THE SIZE OF 
THEIR POPULATION AND THEIR ECONOMIC IMPACTS ON THE 
PROBLEMS OE LABOR SHOULD HAVE CONTINUING MEMBERSHIP IN THE 
ILO. SUCH A PRINCIPLE WOULD STRENGTHEN THE ILO BY 
COMMITTING THE REALITY OE POWER TO THE ASPIRATIONS OP ITS 
PROGRAM. EQUALLY TRUE, THERE MUST BE RECOGNITION OF THE 
DEVELOPING NATIONS OP THE WORLD SO THAT THE ILO IS 
RESPONSIVE TO THEIR NEEDS AND THEIR HOPES. PRESUMABLY, THE 
GEOGRAPHICAL REGIONS CAN WORK OUT WITHIN THEIR OWN 
INTERNAL STRUCTURE THE KIND OF ASSURANCE THAT GIVES 
MEANING TO SUCH REPRESENTATION. 

5. IT IS DIFPICULT TO IMAGINE A STEP THAT WOULD POLITI- 
CIZE THIS ORGANIZATION MORE AND THEREBY ASSURE THE 
CONTINUED DISRUPTION THAT CAUSED THE U.S. TO LEAVE THE ILO 
THAN A CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGE THAT ELEVATES IDEOLOGICAL 
LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 

LIMITED OPPICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 GENEVA 08139 261740Z 

IDENTIEICATION OP THE MEMBERSHIP OP THE GB TO THE LEVEL OF 
RECOGNITION REFLECTED IN THE MEMORANDUM SHOWN TO US. 

6. I AM AWARE THAT VARIOUS SPECULATION REGARDING THE 
VIEWPOINT I HAVE JUST EXPRESSED IDENTIFIES IT AS AN 
ATTITUDE OP THE U.S. NON-GOVERNMENTAL GROUPS. I ASSURE YOU 
THIS MORNING THAT THE U.S. SPEAKS AS A SINGLE VOICE ON THE 
MATTERS UNDER DISCUSSION. ALL OP US ARE DESIROUS THAT THE 
U.S. RETURN UNDER APPROPRIATE CONDITIONS TO THE ILO AND 
LOOK UPON THE IDEOLOGICAL DIRECTIONS BEING SUGGESTED AS 
HARMPUL TO OUR HOPES. END QUOTE. VANDEN HEUVEL 
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